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Buzz had been misiing since the family evaciwated dise 1o a fire in Oclober 2019,
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Finding their Feline
: -Su!-!'frun Fm;tﬂ}‘_Rf:m:E!es- wi;h .
Lost Cat after 22-Month Search

By STEVE GALLULZO
Spevris Edirer

Pcl:. brning happiness (o 40 many
people’s lives. They become

an integral part of one’s Family,
and losing them can cause gnef
and anguish for months, if not
YOS,

When a pet  disappears,
though, do not despair. Do not
lose hope, for you may find them
if you know where —and how —10
loke.

That was the case for the
Sullivan family, who found their
massing cat afier almost Iwo years.

“If you see a cal or dog wan-
dering around your neighborhoosd,
il may be lost, 50 don't hesilate o
post something on PawBoost, Pet-
hinder or especially Nexidoor— it
can make o difference,” Susan
Sullivan  shared. “If someone
hadn't posted something about
our cal, we may never have golten
hem back.™

Susan, her husband Bran and
their sons, lan and Finn, all grew
quite attached to their cats Burs
and Woody. That is, until one of
the two gol skittish im wnfamilar
surroundings and found a way to
escape,

Susan, who often works late
hours as a scnpt Supervisor in the
film industry, described in vivid
detail the day Buzz disappeared
on either the evening of Oclober
30 or Halloween moming in 2019,

“We evacuated the Palisades
that October when the fires were
threatening the arca,” she shared.
“We look our Iwo cats 10 a friends
house [in Mar Wista] who had a
spare bedroom for them to stay
in while we were at a hotel, The
might before we were picking
them up, my friend thought the
MeONT] Was Lo wirtn ard cracked
a window open. When she came
10 feed them the next moming, the
screen was popped out. Woady
was sull Ih:‘l‘l:'bu[ BU..II WAL ml
She called me right away and fely
awful.®

Susan said from there, a Broad
search began,

"He was lost in the Mar Vis-

ta Hills, o we ended up mceling
neighbors of my friend and posted
through them on MNexldoor and Lhe
Ring neighborheod app.” she said
“We had lots of leads and possible
5:Eh|1n;,;x. but we never could find
Buzz, There's a big community
garden near where my freend lives
amd there are strays there, Lo we
figured he'd show up eventually
Bt ke never did

The family called Voice For
The Animals, which is the rescue
they got their two cats from, 1o tell
them that they lost the cat and o
also get Burz's microchip infos-
mation =0 that if someone fownd
him, they could get him scanned.
Susan said she then met a wom-
an named Lauren from Feral Cat
Carctakers who stanied o help

“ahe lenl me a cat trap (a
spring-loaded mechanism with a
gate tha closes when the cat walks
in) and along the way, we caught
a possum and another cat in ar-
cas where there were sightings.
but still no Buee™" Susan thared.
“There was discouragement along
the way to be sure, but we always
had hope. To be honest, we hadn't
really looked for him physically
for 2 year but | met a lady named
Morgan who, along with her sis-
fer, was a big animal advocate,
and they monitored Nextdoor in
their area and sent us photos and
videos, some of which looked
like they could be him. Neadless
o say, we mever lefl a stone un-
tumed.”

About one month ago, Susan
said she gof a text on a Sunday
moming from Morgan, whosa sis-
ter had forwarded her a post from
Nextdoor about a cat that looked
like Buzz from a woman named
Helen who lived in Mar Vista
Hills. She posted that he'd been
coming around her house for the
last month, cating leftover food
she had for her cats in the back-
yard,

“Morgan put me in touch with
her and we talked,” Susan said, 1
asked, “Can | put a cat trap in your
yard?® and she said *Absolutely!’
Se | went over there and put the
Irip out that Sunday. Nothing, On

Maonday moming [ gol a 1ext that
he'd walked night by the trap. She
senl me & picture of him eating
and it looked exactly ke Burz”

Helen then sent Susan a video
in which she called his name from
seweral feet wway. ansl e sat down
and sarted meowing

“1 knew 1 was hm” Susan
shared. “The frap was shll out,
50 | told her 1'd come by Tuesday
morming and do a stakeoul b see
W he'd come, Well, [ gol @ lext
froem hecr ."r'l-::lmI:l:.' I'IIFI'Il. 1 called
her right amay and a1 B o'clock
that night, we piled anto the cas,
deave nght over and 5t was ham

“We left im in the trap un-
til we pot home, and a5 soon as
we were in the house, ke starmed
rubbing up agzins us. He remem-
bered us nght away. | cred tears
af Jo. S0, long story shor, we fi-
nally gol our Buzz back 669 days
afier he went missing. It's been
such a muracle, and we'll always
be grateful to the Mar Vista com-
mumity.”

Buzz and Woasdy are now |1,
and while the golden tabbies get

along well with each ofher and
wilh tha I".'tn'.-ll:.. J-:‘\i:: Surphy, ini-
Lially his brother was nob exactly
congenial upon Hurz's redurn.

“1 thosight it might take Buze
awhitle 10 scchimate,” Susan sad.
“I brought ham to the vet in the
marning and was relieved Lo dis
cover all he had was leas, a0
they treated him. He's been hack
for aboutl & month now. Woody
witsn'l wvery welcoming ol first
and he'd hiss &t lam becaute cals
i the wild have a different smiel].
It ||.'||:. tosl T of [hieee :f:l} % A
[hu'q._'_h were back po normal”

Brian and Susan recently cel-
chrated their [ Tth '|.'-1.'|.||;_||JIF annj-
'ntr"u'.i.l'}. th'il:lll:l]:'rn' I!':I|1r|1 I|'|:' 1'_*1'-.|:
Const, i late 1999 (he -._'|||_|;L|.:
moved o the Palisades, where
they have enjoyed rusing Lheir
L] h-::.:. s, bolth of whom have
grown up playing in Pacific Pali-
sadhes Baseball Associalion

lan helped Pali White win
the Pony Division championship
in June (his dad was one of the
coaches) and 15 pow a freshman
on the JV team at Palisades Char-

Susan Sullivan shares that Ruz acclimated to being back 7
€

"lll.|

ter High School. Finm, 15, goes
1o Corpus Chrst School and., be
sides PPRA, plays for Pali Baptide
Baseball Club

“We were new (0 Califomia,
living in Hollywoosd and Bean
said he'd found a place over by
Mamguer,” Susan recalled. “We
thought the Palisades was o far
but he sl i the preen s poodd ol
ithe place we can walk 1w [Vito
nej we should get it. So he met
the old owner Jobn who was from
Mew York like me, He was a 8ets
tan and Brnian was a Red Sox fan
They hit ot off |'||:|1I away.”

They eventually moved io
Via De La Paz and for the last six
vears have lived in the Alphabet
Streets. Susan and Finn got Buzz
and Woody after going 10 an ani-
mal adoption a1 U5, Bank in the
Village.

“Brian and lan were away
on a fishing trip in Cape Cod, so
I asked Finn, ‘Do you want 1o
gel your dad Kiens for Father's
Dhay ™™™ Susan remembered, “They
were rescucs from the same litter
and were 13 or 16 weeks old, We

Prigicd ooty o Soddd Huilve i

were lving on Yia at the Lime and
comncidentally, when we pul In
the application we Found out my
n|_-|;.'i'|"-:|r wils fosternng them,
which was very convenment.”

The kiltens” oanEinal
Luke amd [k, bud
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san said her boys renamed them

“Hurs” and "‘-.".'-:nh.l:." atter char-
acters from the “Toy Story™ maow
L=

The lesson o be lewmed Trom
the Sullivans' osdeal? When the
cab’s away, ibis no tme o play

"We've lcamed a lot on our
journey, and we wanted o shane
our s10ry 50 others in the sume
situation can take a proactive ap-
proach,” Susan concluded., “There
ire so many resources available
and we used all of them. [t's about
creating awaremess  with neigh-
bors that they can help by posting
pictures of animals they may think
belong to a neighbor but could ac-
tually be lost.™

To learn more about Feral Car
Carctakers” Coalition, visit the
wirliite af ferelcatearenakers GFE,

afier twor OF three days,




